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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to Amendment C, filed 2/6/04. 

2. Claims 1-13 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 6 and 10 are independent claims; 
and, claims 1-3, 6 and 10 have been amended. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. Claims 1 - 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Using 
Netscape 2 by Mark R. Brown (c) 1995 in view of Klemets (US 6,449,653), and ftulher in view 
of Kelly et al. ("Kelly"). 

Claim 1 is rejected. The Applicant cites, "a character-information detecting means for 
detecting character information recorded in an information control area of said recording 
medium and reproduced by said playback means" in claim 1 . Using Netscape 2 teaches storing 
audio files that can be reproduced by a play back means (p. 10). The technology taught by 
Netscape is a type of detecting means for detecting character information recorded in an 
information control area of said recording medium and reproduced by said playback means. The 
web address, written in character form, is recorded in an information control area of a recording 
medium. This memory area on which this web address is stored is a recording medium. The 
web page, which it addresses, is a playback means associated with the address. Netscape 
suggests, teaches, or discloses, "a character-information detecting means for detecting character 
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information recorded in an information control area of said recording medium and reproduced by 
said playback means" as cited by the Applicant. Netscape teaches a character-string in the form 
of character-string searching means for searching character information detected by said 
character-information detecting means for a string of characters representing address 
information. The web address box taught by Netscape demonstrates character string searching 
{Using Netscape 2, p. 438, fig. 17.3). The box also detects addresses {Using Netscape 2, p. 438, 
fig. 17.3). If the user enters a string that does not represent a valid address, an error would be 
displayed on the computer display. Using Netscape 2 teaches, "an address-information 
generating means for generating address information means," as cited by claim 1 {Using 
Netscape 2, p. 438, fig. 17.3). The web page demonstrates an address-information generating 
means for generating address information. Once the address is entered into the address input 
box, a searching means is activated. Using Netscape 2 teaches "an apparatus for processing a 
playback signal," as cited by claim 1 {Using Netscape 2, p. 438, fig. 17.3). The method for 
downloading audio data (p. 438) requires a software and hardware forming apparatus that 
handles some type of playback signal being disseminated fi:*om readable medium. Using 
Netscape 2 suggests or teaches providing play back hardware (p. 438). Information including 
programs and character information associated with said programs is the text button for 
accessing texts associated with audio data. The information associated with this audio source 
can be considered originating from a "remote source". Since the claim language fails to define 
the remoteness of the said "remote source", this said "remote source" could be any 
subcomponent within the system distinct fi*om the actual input or output device accessible to the 
user. Further, a reference to the Internet inherently teaches accessing a remote data source. 
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Using Netscape 2 teaches storing information for a string of characters representing address 
information representing either a URL used to obtain program information associated with said 
programs or an electronic mail address (p. 438, fig. 17.3). When the user selects the URL, a 
search of the Internet takes place that involves the matching of the character data listed with 
character based URLs available on the Internet. 

Netscape fails to teach reproducing information on a rotatable recording medium 
accessible by browser. Klemets teaches reproducing information on a rotatable recording 
medium accessible by browser (col. 5, lines 4-15). The disk drive taught by Klemets is a 
rotatable recording medium accessible by a browser. It would have been obvious to one with 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the rotatable, recordable medium 
taught by Klemets with the web browser taught by Netscape. Doing so enables the user to store 
and retrieve video data. 

However, the combined teachings of Klemets and Using Netscape 2 still does not 
expUcitly disclose an apparatus for processing a playback signal comprising means for 
displaying the URL or electronic mail address (email) and means for communicating with the 
URL or electronic mail address. Kelly teaches an apparatus for processing a playback signal 
comprising means for displaying the URL and means for communicating with the URL (col. 2, 
lines 54-58; figs. 6-8 and col. 3, lines 28-36; col. 7, lines 46-65; col. 9, lines 5-1 1 and lines 19- 
32; col. 10, lines 30-62; col. 12, lines 7-28). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan 
at the time of the invention to include Kelly's apparatus for processing a playback signal 
comprising means for displaying the URL and means for communicating with the URL to 
Klemets and Using Netscape 2 's apparatus for processing a playback signal comprising means 
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for searching address information representing the URL used to obtain information associated 
with the programs and the electronic mail address (email) so that users may view the result of the 
search. 

Claim 2 is rejected. Using Netscape 2 teaches an address box for displaying a human 
readable address (p. 162, fig. 7.14). This address is "a display means [for displaying] said 
address information in a format different fi-om formats of other character information" as cited 
by the Applicant. Using Netscape 2 demonstrates the display of "a display means [for 
displaying] said address information in a format different from formats of other character 
information" as cited by the Applicant (p. 162, fig. 7.14). The character-based information 
located outside the address box is associated with the web page. The use of various fonts, which 
differ from the web address, demonstrates the use of different types of formats for displaying 
character information. 

Claim 3 is rejected. Using Netscape 2 teaches the display of a net address (p. 438, fig. 
17.3). Using Netscape 2 inherently suggest, teach, or disclose an apparatus wherein said 
"display control means displays information indicating whether or not character information 
recorded in said recording medium includes address information" as cited by the Applicant. The 
displayed address in the said figure is recorded on a recording medium. Main memory is a type 
of recording medium. 

Using Netscape 2 does suggest the need for providing an error message when the user 
enters a false address by providing an input line for entering address data. The Using Netscape 2 
text fails to teach providing an error message when a user attempts to enter a false address. The 
Examiner takes OFFICIAL NOTICE that computer systems output an error message when the 
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user enters false data such as false addresses. It would have been obvious to one with ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine providing an error message when a user 
enters false information such as a false address with the browser taught by Using Netscape 2. 
Doing so prevents computer crashing when erroneous data is entered into a computer system 
while informing the user that input data fails to match the selectable possibilities on a network, 
database, or other computer system. 

Claim 4 is rejected. Using Netscape 2 teaches the display of various buttons that include 
icons (p. 151, fig. 7.3). The use of these icons at least suggest, teach, or disclose a "display 
means by said display control means to indicate whether or not character information recorded in 
said recording medium includes address information is an icon" as cited by the Applicant in 
claim 4. These icons include alphanumeric characters. Therefore they are considered address 
information in the form of an icon. 

Claim 5 is rejected. The icons taught by Using Netscape 2 are used for opening other 
web pages. These web pages have their own code, which equates as a software program. 
Further, the web address box (fig. 7.3) is used for activating an operation for activating various 
web addresses. These addresses are a means for "activating other software associated with said 
address information displayed on said display means," as cited by the Applicant in claim 5. 

Claim 6 is rejected. Using Netscape 2 and Klemets teach the rationale for a playback 
signal in rejected claim 1. The method for processing address data taught by Using Netscape 2 
(p. 151, fig. 7.3) requires the use of software. All search software requires the "memory means 
for storing character information reproduced fi-om a recording medium" as cited by the Applicant 
in claim 6. The web addresses taught by Using Netscape 2 (p. 151, fig. 7.3) uses a search means 




Application/Control Number: 09/286,480 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2174 

for searching said character information stored in said memory means for a string of characters 
representing address information . This operation takes place during every Internet search and 
during every request for a web page from the Internet. Using Netscape 2 teaches the rationale 
for displaying a "control means for displaying information indicating whether or not said address 
information is included in said character information in accordance with a search result output by 
said search means on a display means along with said character information," as cited by the 
applicant in claim 6 in rejected claim 1. However, the combined teachings of Klemets and Using 
Netscape 2 still does not explicitly disclose an apparatus for processing a playback signal 
comprising means for displaying the URL or electronic mail address (email) and means for 
communicating with the URL or electronic mail address. Kelly teaches an apparatus for 
processing a playback signal comprising means for displaying the URL and means for 
communicating with the URL (col. 2, lines 54-58; figs. 6-8 and col. 3, lines 28-36; col. 7, lines 
46-65; col. 9, lines 5-11 and lines 19-32; col. 10, lines 30-62; col. 12, lines 7-28). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Kelly's apparatus 
for processing a playback signal comprising means for displaying the URL and means for 
communicating with the URL to Klemets and Using Netscape 2 's apparatus for processing a 
playback signal comprising means for searching address information representing the URL used 
to obtain information associated with the programs and the electronic mail address (email) so 
that users may view the result of the search. 

Claim 7 is rejected. Using Netscape 2 and Klemets teach the rationale of claim 7 in 
rejected claim 4. 
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Claim 8 is rejected. Using Netscape 2 and Klemets teach the rationale of claim 8 in 
rejected claim 5. 

Claim 9 is rejected. Using Netscape 2 and Klemets teach the rationale of claim 9 in 
rejected claim 1. 

Claim 10 is rejected. Using Netscape 2, Klemets and Kelly teach the rationale of claim 
10 in rejected claim 6. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected. Using Netscape 2 and Klemets teach the rationale of claim 1 1 in 
rejected claim 4. 

Claim 12 is rejected. Using Netscape 2 and Klemets teach a method wherein said address 
information is included in said character information, said address information is displayed on 
said display means along with said character information in a format different from a format of 
said character information (p. 151, fig. 7.3). 

Claim 13 is rejected. Using Netscape 2 and Klemets teach having a step of activating 
predetermined application software in accordance with an input operation carried out for said 
information displayed on said display means to indicate whether or not said address information 
is included in said character information (p. 151, fig. 7.3). 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Inquires 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Le whose telephone number is (703) 305-7601. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 5:30 am to 2:00 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached on (703) 308-0640. 

The fax numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 
as follows: 

(703) 872-9306 [Official Communication] 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

KRISTINE KINCAID 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



LVN 

Patent Examiner 
May 6, 2004 



